Blank’s 4 Levels of
Questions Summary Sheet
Marion Blank devised a model of questioning related to the language demands in a school classroom

Level 1:

Using language related to the immediate environment; for example labelling or identifying something a child is
able to see.

Level 1 Questions:

• Find one like this (picture matching/ show a picture and the child finds the same one from a group)
• What is this? (Naming/ Show me what you touched)
• Say this...(repeating /rehearsing verbal information)
• What did you see? (Recalling an object/s after showing then covering)

Level 2:

Using language that is related to objects in the immediate environment but focusses on selected aspects of the
material such as shape, colour and differences in function.

Level 2 Questions:

• Find one that can...(function e.g. fly, roll, bark etc.)
• What is happening? (Describing a scene)
• How are these two different?
• I like to...(completing a sentence you begin for them).
• Find one that is long and yellow (attending to 2 characteristics)
• Who? What? Where? Questions (recalling information from a statement)
• What do we do with...? (Characteristics and functions of objects: e.g. What are forks for?)
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Level 3:

Ask students to use their understanding of the materials
presented but in a wider context. This may involve sequencing,
following a set of directions or making generalisations.

Level 3 Questions:

• What will happen next? (Describing events which follow the
event described)
• What could...say? (Assuming the role of another person)
• Do this, then this (arranging pictures in a sequence)
• Tell the story (make a statement that unifies a sequence of
pictures)
• How are these the same? Tell me how...(e.g. we made the
cakes)
• Name something that is not...(e.g. round, selecting by
exclusion)
• What is a ...? (Defining words)
• Tell me something that can fly but is not an animal (giving an
example by exclusion)

Level 4:

Using language which places higher demands on a student’s imagination, problem solving skills, and their ability
to predict outcomes, identify causes, explain inferred information and make justifications for their answers.

Level 4 Questions:

• What will happen if...? (Predicting)
• Why will that happen? (Justifying predictions)
• Why would/wouldn’t that be a good idea? (Justifying a decision)
• What made the ball move? (Identifying the cause of an event)
• What could we do to solve this problem? (Formulating a solution)
• What could we use? Why? (Selecting/explaining means to a goal)
• How can we tell...e.g. Is he sad? (Explaining an inference)
• Why can’t we...? (Explaining obstacles)

